
 

YEAR 8 RECOMMENDED READS 
 

You don't know it exists, but when you 
have nowhere else to turn, the Haven will 
find you ... An adrenaline-fuelled 
adventure in a new series by top thriller 
writer Simon Lelic. 
 
*Shortlisted for the CrimeFest Awards* 
 
Our city. Our secret. Our rules. 
 
Alone. On the run. Ollie Turner has nowhere 
to hide. 
 
But he gets a second chance. Underneath 
the city there's a secret organisation, far from 
adult eyes. 
 
It's called the Haven. 
 
Soon Ollie is caught up in their battle: to stop 
Maddy Sikes destroying the city. Time is 

running out for Ollie and his new friends, and millions of lives are at stake ... 
 

 

Could you disconnect from your phone 

for six weeks? 

An eccentric entrepreneur has challenged 

Esther's year group to do just that, and the 

winners will walk away with £1,000. For 

Esther, whose dad, sister and baby nephew 

live thousands of miles away in New York, 

the prize might be her only chance to afford 

flights for a visit ... But can she really stay 

disconnected for long enough to win?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A funny, filmic and fast-paced crime-caper 

by a hilarious new voice in middle-grade 

fiction. 

Some people rob banks because they’re 
greedy. Others enjoy the adrenalin rush. Me? 
I robbed a bank because of guilt. Specifically: 
guilt and a Nepalese scented candle… 

When fifteen-year-old Dylan accidentally 
burns down the house of the girl he’s trying to 
impress, he feels that only a bold gesture can 
make it up to her. A gesture like robbing a 
bank to pay for her new home. 

Only an unwanted Saturday job, a tyrannical 
bank manager, and his unfinished history 
homework lie between Dylan and the heist of 
century. And really, what’s the worst that 
could happen? 

A funny, cinematic, ill-advised comedy-crime 

adventure perfect for gamers, heist movie fans, and anyone who loves a laugh. 

 

Fans fell in love with the warmth, wit, 

romance and fierce friendships in Jenny 

McLachlan’s earlier books but Stargazing 

for Beginners has all that and galaxies 

more. This is the best kind of real-life 

fiction - with big themes and irresistible 

characters, it goes straight to your heart. 

Science geek Meg is left to look after her little 

sister for ten days after her free-spirited mum 

leaves suddenly to follow up yet another of 

her Big Important Causes. But while Meg may 

understand how the universe was formed, 

baby Elsa is a complete mystery to her. 

And Mum's disappearance has come at the 

worst time: Meg is desperate to win a 

competition to get the chance to visit NASA 

headquarters, but to do this she has to beat 

close rival Ed. Can Meg pull off this double life 

of caring for Elsa and following her own 



 

dreams? She'll need a miracle of cosmic proportions.  

 

This is a moving story of the extraordinary 
friendship between a boy and his fox and 
their epic journey to be reunited.  

Pax was only a kit when his family was killed 
and he was rescued by ‘his boy’, Peter. Now 
the country is at war and when his father 
enlists, Peter has no choice but to move in 
with his grandfather. Far worse than leaving 
home is the fact that he has to leave Pax 
behind. But before Peter spends even one 
night under his grandfather’s roof he sneaks 
out into the night, determined to find his 
beloved friend. This is the story of Peter, Pax, 
and their journeys back to each other as war 
rampages throughout the country. 

 

 

Join 12-year-old Tash and her best friend 

Sam in a story of adventure, survival and 

hope, set in the vivid Himalayan landscape 

of Tibet and India. 

There are two words that are banned in Tibet. 

Two words that can get you locked in prison 

without a second thought. I watch the soldiers 

tramping away and call the words after 

them. 'Dalai Lama.' 

 

Tash has to follow many rules to survive in 

Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese soldiers. 

But when a man sets himself on fire in protest 

and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and 

her best friend Sam must break the rules. 

They are determined to escape Tibet - and 

seek the help of the Dalai Lama himself in 

India. 

 

And so, with a backpack of Tash's father's mysterious papers and two trusty yaks by 

their side, their extraordinary journey across the mountains begins. 

 



 

A captivating animal adventure destined 

to be loved by readers of all ages. 

This is a story about a boy named Kester. He 

is extraordinary, but he doesn't know that yet. 

All he knows, at this very moment, is this: 

1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his 

bedroom. 

2. They are talking to him. 

3. His life will never be quite the same 

again... 

 

Kester lives in a land in quarantine. A deadly 

virus has killed all the animals except pests 

and it's expected to be equally dangerous to 

humans. But when Kester realises he can 

talk to the pests, he finds they have great 

hope invested in him. 

 

 

LAX Departure Lounge. Two girls board the 

same flight to London as complete strangers. 

When the plane touches down, it’s the 

beginning of the craziest plan ever. Can Willa 

and Alice really swap lives for the summer? 

 
Things are going to get complicated... 
WILLA 
Drama queen 
Fashion guru 
Spontaneous 
Looks like Alice 
 

ALICE 

Bookworm 

Allergic to fashion 

Planner 

Looks like Willa. 

Read it to find out what happens… 

 

 

 



 

Dare you read this all-guns-blazing story 

of prejudice, love, ambition, politics and 

violence? 

Years have passed since the love between 

Sephy - a Cross - and Callum - a Nought - 

destroyed their world and changed their 

families and society forever. 

 

Society appears to be very different now. For 

the first time ever, a Nought Prime Minister - 

Tobey Durbridge - is in power. Race and 

class don't divide people anymore. But things 

are never really that easy. 

 

Because Tobey's just been framed for 

murder, and the only way to free himself is to 

turn to his oldest friend - Callie-Rose. 

 

Their families divisions run deep, and when two young people are kidnapped, their 

lives and everything they've fought for are put in the firing line. 

 

And when you're playing a game as dangerous as this one, it won't be long before 

someone gets caught in the crossfire... 

 

Gripping story of the very dead, very 

magaical and very funny sleuth 

commonly known as Skulduggery 

Pleasant. 

Meet the great Skulduggery Pleasant: wise-
cracking detective, powerful magician, 
master of dirty tricks and burglary (in the 
name of the greater good, of course). 

Oh yeah. And dead. 

Then there's his sidekick, Stephanie. She's... 
well, she's a twelve-year-old girl. With a pair 
like this on the case, evil had better watch 
out... 

So you won't keep anything from me again?" 
He put his hand to his chest. "Cross my heart and hope to die." 
"Okay then. Though you don't actually have a heart," she said. 
"I know." 
"And technically, you've already died." 



 

"I know that too." 
"Just so we're clear." 

Stephanie's uncle Gordon is a writer of horror fiction. But when he dies and leaves 
her his estate, Stephanie learns that while he may have written horror, it certainly 
wasn't fiction. 

Pursued by evil forces intent on recovering a mysterious key, Stephanie finds help 
from an unusual source the wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. 

When all hell breaks loose, it's lucky for Skulduggery that he's already dead. Though 
he's about to discover that being a skeleton doesn't stop you from being tortured, if 
the torturer is determined enough. And if there's anything Skuduggery hates, it's 
torture... Will evil win the day? 


