
 

YEAR 10 RECOMMENDED READS 
 
 

A book about relationships 
Fourteen-year-old Stevie lives in Lewes with 
her beloved vinyl collection, her mum ... and 
her mum's depression. When Stevie's mum's 
disability benefits are cut, Stevie and her 
mother are plunged into a life of poverty. But 
irrepressible Stevie is determined not to be 
beaten and she takes inspiration from the 
lyrics of her father's 1980s record collection 
and dreams of a life as a musician. Then she 
meets Hafiz, a talented footballer and a Syrian 
refugee. Hafiz's parents gave their life savings 
to buy Hafiz a safe passage to Europe; his 
journey has been anything but easy. Then he 
meets Stevie... 
 
As Stevie and Hafiz's friendship grows, they 
encourage each other to believe in themselves 
and follow their dreams. 

 
 
 

A comedy book 
Sunday 1st January 
So here's the thing. I've decided to start 
writing a blog. A private one. The idea is that 
it'll help me sort my life out, because quite 
frankly, it can't get much worse . . . 
· I gained the nickname Puke Skywalker after 
vomiting over Louise Bentley on the waltzer. 
· I am subjected to daily wedgies by my arch-
enemy Gav James. 
· My so-called best mates are trying to get me 
killed in a bid to win £250 on You've Been 
Framed. 
 
This cannot go on. I have to do something, or 
I'll end up like Mad Morris down the park who 
thinks he's Jesus. By the end of next term, I'm 
going to be a completely different person. 
At least, that's the theory... 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

This is a classic everyone should read! 
A lawyer's advice to his children as he 
defends the real mockingbird of Harper Lee's 
classic novel - a black man charged with the 
rape of a white girl. Through the young eyes 
of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee explores 
with exuberant humour the irrationality of 
adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep 
South of the thirties. The conscience of a 
town steeped in prejudice, violence and 
hypocrisy is pricked by the stamina of one 
man's struggle for justice. But the weight of 
history will only tolerate so much. 
 
To Kill a Mockingbird is a coming-of-age 
story, an anti-racist novel, a historical drama 
of the Great Depression and a sublime 
example of the Southern writing tradition. 

 
 
 
 

This is an inspirational tale based on true 

facts  

WINNER OF THE CILIP CARNEGIE MEDAL 

2017 

 

It's early 1945 and a group of people trek 

across Germany, bound together by their 

desperation to reach the ship that can take 

them away from the war-ravaged land. Four 

young people, each haunted by their own 

dark secret, narrate their unforgettable 

stories. Fans of The Book Thief or Helen 

Dunmore's The Siege will be totally 

absorbed. 

 

This inspirational novel is based on a true 

story from the Second World War. When the 

German ship the Wilhelm Gustloff was sunk 

in port in early 1945 it had over 9000 civilian refugees, including children, on board. 

Nearly all were drowned. Ruta Sepetys, acclaimed author of Between Shades of 

Grey, brilliantly imagines their story. 

 

'Ruta Sepetys is a master of historical fiction' Elizabeth Wein, author of CODE NAME 

VERITY 

 



 

 

Why not try this adventure story? 

Urban teenager Cameron arrives on an 

uninhabited Arctic Island. He's prepared for 

ice and storms and, stripped of his smart 

technology, possibly boredom. But he's not 

prepared for 24-hour daylight and erupting 

graves! At first Cameron believes the 

explanations of his research scientist 

mother. But, as the island reveals itself to 

him, he begins to see, and hear, things that 

push him right to the edge of the possible. 

One of them is an Inuit girl. The other is a 

large white bear ... 

 

 

 

 

Every summer Quill and his friends are put 

ashore on a remote sea stac to hunt birds. 

But this summer, no one arrives to take 

them home. 

 

Surely nothing but the end of the world can 

explain why they've been abandoned - cold, 

starving and clinging to life, in the grip of a 

murderous ocean. How will they survive? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Do you like to read something spooky and 

chilling …. 

A spooky, scary, mysterious tale……read on 

The first things to shift were the doll's eyes, 

the beautiful grey-green glass eyes. Slowly 

they swivelled, until their gaze was resting on 

Triss's face. Then the tiny mouth moved, 

opened to speak. 

 

'What are you doing here?' It was uttered in 

tones of outrage and surprise, and in a voice 

as cold and musical as the clinking of cups. 

'Who do you think you are? This is my family.' 

 

When Triss wakes up after an accident, she 

knows that something is very wrong. She is insatiably hungry; her sister seems 

scared of her and her parents whisper behind closed doors. She looks through her 

diary to try to remember, but the pages have been ripped out. 

 

Soon Triss discovers that what happened to her is more strange and terrible than 

she could ever have imagined, and that she is quite literally not herself. In a quest to 

find the truth she must travel into the terrifying Underbelly of the city to meet a 

twisted architect who has dark designs on her family – before it's too late . . . 

 

What about a magical, fantasy … creepy 

and captivating… 

Seventeen-year-old Alice and her mother 

have spent most of Alice's life on the road, 

always a step ahead of the strange bad luck 

biting at their heels. 

 

But when Alice's grandmother, the reclusive 

author of a book of pitch-dark fairy tales, dies 

alone on her estate - the Hazel Wood - Alice 

learns how bad her luck can really get. 

 

Her mother is stolen, by a figure who claims 

to come from the cruel supernatural world 

from her grandmother's stories. 

 



 

Alice's only lead is the message her mother left behind: STAY AWAY FROM THE 

HAZEL WOOD. 

 

To retrieve her mother, Alice must venture first to the Hazel Wood, then into the 

world where her grandmother's tales began . .  

Terrifying, magical, and surprisingly funny! 

 

Or you could try this thriller… 

The border’s closed, Jake said. No one can 

get into Scotland, just like no one can cross 

the Channel . . . 

This is England and it’s no longer a free 

country. The Government can track 

anyone, anywhere, from a chip implanted 

at birth. But Jake has escaped from his 

Academy orphanage, and he needs to get 

to Scotland with his dog, Jet. 

When the Outwalkers gang grabs him, they 

go off-grid while the Government hunts for 

them. The closer they get to Scotland, the 

more dangerous it is. Because now, it’s not 

only their own lives that are at stake . . . 

 

 

What about a book on… Fractured 

families, First love, Fresh start 

Holly's mum is a hoarder, and she is fed up 

with being picked on at school for being 

weird . . . and having the wrong clothes . . . 

and sticking out. All she wants is to be 

invisible. She loves swimming, because in 

the water everyone is the same. 

 

Ed goes to the swimming pool because 

everything else in his life has changed. In 

his old life he had money; was on the swim 

team; knew who he was and what he 

wanted. In his old life his dad hit his mum. 

 

Holly is swimming in one direction and Ed's 

swimming in the other. As their worlds 

collide they find a window into each other's 

lives - and learn how to meet in the middle. 


