
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

Good afternoon on this sunny Friday afternoon. I am reliably informed that we are
due to have a heatwave this weekend, so I am very much looking forward to that.

This week we formally took possession of our new 3G pitch, and we are really
excited to be gradually starting to use this with our students over the next few
weeks. We are also planning a formal Opening Event to celebrate on Saturday
18th June and will be sharing more details about this over the coming weeks.

This week and last week we have been undertaking our Music Review so please
do take a look at their ‘Spotlight on a Subject’ included in this week’s newsletter.
Music is such an important subject to offer in school to provide breadth for our
students and we are lucky enough to have a team who are passionate about their
subject, also producing some fantastic shows every year.

Our GCSE exam series began as well this week with students taking their MFL
speaking exams. We are all very proud of how our Year 11 students are preparing
for these exams and are regularly coming along to after school intervention.
Preparing mentally for the exams is a huge priority and the students have been
completing wellbeing pledges in Personal Development as part of Mental Health
Awareness Week.

Tonight, John Ferneley Community are hosting a Year 7 disco and we hope they
have a fantastic evening.

I hope you have a lovely weekend.

Best wishes, 
Natalie Teece
Head of School
nteece@johnferneley.org 
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June Open Morning Guided
Tours

9.00am - 11.00am

Monday 13th June 2022
Wednesday 15th June 2022

Friday 17th June 2022

To book your place, please visit >
www.johnferneley.org/openevents2023

OPEN EVENTS
for August 2023 starters 

For more information, please visit > www.johnferneley.org/openevents2023



Monday 16th May - Computer Science
Exam
Tuesday 17th May - Biology 1 Exam
Wednesday 18th May - English
Language Exam: Component 1
Thursday 19th May - History Exam:
Paper 1B
Thursday 19th May - Drama Exam
Friday 20th May - Maths P1 Exam
Friday 20th May - Business Studies
Exam: Paper 1
Monday 23rd May - Geography Exam:
Component 1
Tuesday 24th May - French Exam:
Listening and Reading
Tuesday 24th May - Sports Studies
Exam: Physical Factors
Wednesday 25th May - English
Literature Exam: Component 1
Wednesday 25th May - Enterprise and
Marketing Exam
Wednesday 25th May - Media Studies
Exam: Component 1
Thursday 26th May - Spanish Exam:
Listening and Reading 
Friday 27th May - Chemistry 1 Exam
Friday 27th May - Computer Science
Exam
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Our new Year 11 Supporting
Success timetable for the Summer

term is now live!



Click the link below to view:



Year 11 Supporting Success

STAFF REWARD
We have been continuing our staff nomination initiative to recognise the hard work of our staff
and to boost positivity across the school. Staff can nominate another member of staff and it is
intended to spread a bit of thanks and appreciation around. 

At the end of the week, all names are added to a draw. This week's winners are Mrs Sutherland
and Mrs Teece. 

https://www.johnferneley.org/year11supportingsuccess


Mrs Mitcham (Head of Department & Performance
Ambassador)
Miss Henshaw (Teacher of Music) 
Mr Singer (Performance Technician)

We’d like to introduce you to our wonderful Music
department:

We are super proud of our Music team, who are all
specialist within their area! The department are always
on hand to answer any questions students may have,
or to offer extra support. The team really do go above
and beyond! 

SPOTLIGHT ON A SUBJECT
This week, as part of our 'Spotlight on a Subject', we
have been focusing on Music! We hope this gave you
even more of an insight into what students get up to in

each of their subjects.



To read our Subject Intent, and the Subject Journey,
please click here > www.johnferneley.org/music

Each year, our Music and Performing Arts department
produce some fantastic shows! 

Our latest performing arts show, Encore, was a
spectacular success with outstanding performances
from our talented students. 

Rehearsals will soon be starting for our next two
upcoming shows: Back to the 80s (Every Tuesday)
and our KS3 Show (Every Monday from 6th June),
where our new Year 7 cohort have been invited to join
us to participate. 

https://www.johnferneley.org/music


MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS WEEK
Mental Health Awareness Week takes place from 9 to 15 May 2022.

For Mental Health Awareness Week this year, the Mental Health Foundation are raising awareness of the
impact of loneliness on our mental wellbeing and the practical steps we can take to address it.  To find out
more about Mental Health Awareness Week, please visit the Mental Health Foundation website, here >
Mental Health Awareness Week.

In all Personal Development lessons over the next two weeks, students will be making wellbeing pledges
to themselves. We are actively promoting that students make time to do something that makes them happy
and relaxed. 

JFC RADIO PODCAST
In this episode our Podcast
Host, Adith, speaks to Mrs
Oates about anxiety to discuss
ideas and solutions to help
support these issues in young
students. He also asks students
how they cope with stress and
what they do to relax. 

As part of Mental Health Awareness Week, Year 8
Personal Development classes have been working hard
on some wellbeing posters which have been displayed

across our wellbeing notice board.

I just wanted to update you about Year 11 wellbeing – in
Personal Development lessons students are now
completing wellbeing activities to give them a “mind
break” from the stresses of exams. This week we have
had students competing mindfulness colouring, games,
wellbeing pledges and reading during our lesson time.
This is so vitally important for students to see the benefit
of allowing some time for their wellbeing – we are
hoping they will see and feel the benefits and make it
part of their exam prep routine. 

We hope you enjoy our first episode!

Please click here to listen > JFC Radio - S1
E1 - Mental Health

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week
https://youtu.be/SaDG_nVZ9OQ


Thursday 19th May - Year 7 Parents' Evening [4.00pm -
7.00pm]
Thursday 26th May - Year 7 - 10 School Photographs
Friday 27th May - Last Day of Term
Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June - Half Term
Monday 6th June - Return to school
Monday 6th June - HPV Vaccination Year 8 &
Outstanding Year 9
Wednesday 8th June - Parent Forum Meeting
Monday 13th June - Open Morning Tours
Wednesday 15th June - Open Morning Tours
Friday 17th June - Open Morning Tours
Tuesday 21st June - Uniform Try On Event
Wednesday 22nd June - Monday 27th June - Scholastic
Half Price Book Fair
Monday 27th June - Wednesday 29th June - Year 7
Residential Trip [Mount Cook]
Wednesday 29th June - Year 11 Prom [6.30pm -
11.30pm]
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WALK TO SCHOOL WEEK
Next week it is Living Streets #WalktoSchoolWeek! Walk to School Week takes place during Living Streets’
National Walking Month each May, with this year’s campaign focussing on the health and environmental
benefits of walking to school.

We are encouraging all of our students to walk to school to #PowerUp and learn about the benefit it brings
to individuals, communities and the planet. 

To find out more information, please click here > Walk to School Week 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/WalktoSchoolWeek?src=hashtag_click
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/wtsw
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/wtsw
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/wtsw


KNIFE CRIME AWARENESS WEEK
We are delighted to be partnering with Leicestershire Police to bring students in Year 8 and 9 an interactive
online workshop about knife crime. On Tuesday, all Year 8 and 9 students, alongside their classroom
teacher, log-on to the workshop during their lesson time. 

Please find some parent information below from Leicestershire Police.

Has their attitude to school or education changed? For example - they really don’t want to go to school, they are
not doing as well as normal, they talk about school less, they stop going to clubs etc.
Are they talking about or have new friends you’ve not heard of or met before? 
Are they protective and or secretive with their bag and or clothing? 
Are they more reserved, quieter or withdrawn than normal or are they more ‘clingy’ to you than normal?
Have they been overly defensive when you’ve questioned them about their possessions? 
Do they send and receive more messages than they did before? 
Do they ever get up and leave the house abruptly? 
Are they more secretive about where they are going or have been than before?
Are they out of the house more, particularly in the evenings and at night? 
Have they demonstrated a positive attitude towards those that carry knives, for example kitchen knife or
screwdriver? 

They fear being a victim of knife crime – this could be from a specific threat or a perceived fear. 
General self-defence – the ‘just in case’ reason 
Peer pressure or being pressured into carrying for someone else 
They don’t know it is wrong or they don’t know it’s illegal
To intimidate others 
To earn respect 
Involvement in other criminal activities 

Beaumont Leys Police Station
Braunstone Police Station
Hinckley Road Police Station

www.livesafe.org.uk 
#LivesNotKnives - Anti-knife campaign | Leicestershire Police (leics.police.uk) 
Gun and knife crime | Childline 
Knife Crime Statistics | The Ben Kinsella Trust 
For Parents | Knife Violence Prevention Scotland (noknivesbetterlives.com)
Home - Fearless 

What is knife crime?
Knife crime is any crime that involves a knife or sharp instrument. Offences with a knife can include threatening
people, a robbery or burglary, a murder or assault. Simply carrying a knife – even if a young people hasn’t used it –
is also considered a crime and can get them in trouble. 

99% of young people in England and Wales are living knife free. A safer Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland is
possible. 

Warning signs that a young person may be carrying a knife – ask yourself the following questions. 

There are many reasons why young people decide to carry a knife or weapon. These can include (but are by no
means exhaustive) 

Disposing of a knife safely
You will find amnesty bins in six different police stations across the Leicester and Leicestershire area. These bins
allow anybody to get rid of knives without the fear of being punished, unless it is found to have been used for a
criminal act. 

 
Further information 

Keyham Lane Police Station
Mansfield House Police Station
Spinney Hill Police Station

http://www.livesafe.org.uk/
https://www.leics.police.uk/police-forces/leicestershire-police/areas/leicestershire-force-content/c/campaigns/2019/knife-crime/
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/crime-law/gun-knife-crime/
https://benkinsella.org.uk/knife-crime-statistics/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxL2t5M7s8gIVqO_tCh2tSQzWEAAYASAAEgLes_D_BwE
https://noknivesbetterlives.com/parents/
https://www.fearless.org/en











