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Dear parents/carers,
As the first half-term following Christmas comes toward its end, I wanted to highlight the work of a
particular project we are running in school. While this project has been mentioned before in the bulletin,
this is an opportunity to explain in further detail and to share our hopes for its success and impact. ‘The
Art of Brilliance’ is an organisation that works with businesses, organisations, individuals and schools to
foster and improve wellbeing, resilience and independence. Martin Burder is working with us from the
organisation and I am delighted that he is doing so. Martin is Leicestershire born and bred and a former
teacher himself. He understands schools and the pressures on staff, students and parents and has spent
the last few years developing a wellbeing curriculum for schools and businesses. He is highly regarded and
highly sought after for this work in embedding wellbeing into schools and workplaces.
So far Martin has ran sessions with staff and students and has started to help lay the groundwork for what
I am sure will be a successful and transformative project. The project is very much led by the students and
staff and involves us as a school deciding upon and undertaking a series of activities designed to improve
the culture of the school, as well as equipping individuals with a greater sense of resilience and to be their
‘best self.’ There will be more details to follow and I hope as part of the project, an opportunity for parents
to be involved as well. There are some pictures of the latest sessions in this bulletin and I would encourage
parents to check out the Art of Brilliance website for more information at artofbrilliance.co.uk.

I hope everyone is able to enjoy the weekend.

Mr Claridge and some Y8 students during this week’s Art of Brilliance session



February 2025

Wednesday 5th February - Tuesday 4th March - Year 11 Mocks

Wednesday 12th February - Friday 14th February - Y9

Battlefields Trip 

Thursday 13th February - Y10 Employer speed networking

event

Friday 14th and Monday 24th February - Staff Inset days - NO

STUDENTS ONSITE

Monday 17th February - Friday 21st February - HALF TERM 

Half-term - 2025 SKI TRIP
   

Year 11 Supporting Success
Timetable

KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY



•SMB Stephenson college - Apprenticeship awareness session: 11th
February – 4.30-5.30
•Loughborough college – apprenticeship open day: 11th February 5pm-
6.30pm
•SMB Ignite – 6th March – 5-7pm
•SMB Brooksby Campus – 8th March – 9am-1.30pm
•SMB Brooksby Campus – land based and agriculture open day – 5th
April – 10am-1pm
•Grantham college – 30th April – 5.30-7pm

•If you are interested in attending any of these please look on the
college website for more information and to register attendance

DofE Support



13th Feb – Valentine’s Day
26th Feb - Italian Day

4th March – Pancake Day –
(Decorate your own)

12th March – American Day 
17th March - St.Patrick’s Day
30th March – Mother’s Day

JFC Canteen

THEME DAYS
THEME DAYS



 
Jo Sennit from Creative Learning Services visited our school on the 3rd
February to present book talking Sessions to all of our Year 8 students
during their English lessons.

Jo read extracts from fast paced thrillers, powerful real-life dramas,
terrifying horror stories and much more. Our Year 8 students behaved
very well, they were very attentive and engaged, they listened and
enjoyed the stories and books presented by Jo. Several students visited
the library afterwards to take their favourite book out on loan to read. 

Book Talking Book Talking 
Year 8



Get involved in National Apprenticeship Week! 
Join our virtual fair to find out more and meet 40 employers

with apprenticeships for you!

scan here to sign up
or visit:
https://unifrog.ivent-pro.com/events/apprenticeshipfair

APPRENTICESHIP FAIR
Wednesday 12th February, 4–6:30pm

With experts from: 

plus many more!





The Kube at Leicester Racecourse
Oadby
Leicester
LE2 4AL

Saturday 8 March 2025
09:30 - 14:00

This free event is a great opportunity for you to meet people who work for
the NHS, social care and other healthcare organisations and: 

learn more about careers in caring, therapy, nursing, administration,
technology, plus many more;
receive information about career progression, including work
experience opportunities and apprenticeships;
find out how to access courses, the qualifications we can help you gain;
find top tips on how to apply for jobs;
get details about a wide range of staff benefits and how we support our
staff’s health and wellbeing. 

bit.ly/HealthcareCareers25

https://bit.ly/HealthcareCareers25

