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Revision should be active: Past paper questions

• One way to be active is to use past exam 

questions to practise writing under timed 

conditions

• Make sure you know what exam board you are 

sitting for each subject

• Search their website and find past papers and 

mark schemes

• Choose the question you want to answer

• Knowledge dump what you would include/how 

you would answer

• Write the answer under timed conditions (1 mark 

per minute, so a 15 mark essay, give yourself 15 

minutes)



Revision should be active: Past paper questions

• When you have finished your answer/the time is up

• Go back to the website and check your answer 

against the mark scheme and improve

• If you find a question you do not know the answer to, 

use the mark scheme to direct your revision

• This is especially important as this is an area where 

you have gaps in your knowledge and 

understanding 

• Remember – challenge yourself. Don’t just keep 

revising/revisiting the areas you are confident with. 
The hard parts are the areas that you are uncertain 

about, find the most difficult
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