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The Cornell method is a note-

taking system that helps you be 

organised and active while you 

study. With this method, you can 

make your notes more 

condensed and easy to 

remember. You’ll focus on the 

most important stuff, add your 

own thoughts, and have a 

handy summary to review later. 
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How to use Cornell Notes:

1) Write down sub-headings

Using classwork, a text book or 

revision guide write down the 

sub-headings of your topic. 

Either lay them all out before 

you start or do them as you go.

3



2) Read and write what you 

know

Read everything under that 

sub-heading in your text 

book. Then close the 

workbook and write 

everything down that you 

remember.
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3) Write anything you missed

Open your text book and see 

what you missed. 

Write this down in a different 

colour so you know what you 

found hard to remember.

Repeat steps 1-3 until you have 

finished the subject.
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4) Add questions

Write questions in the left-hand 

column where the answer can 

be found on the right.

5) Add a summary

If you can summarise the notes 

you are on the way to 

understanding that subject. To 

write a summary ask yourself, 

“How would I explain this 

information to someone else?”



6) Test yourself

Cover over the right-hand 

side of the page to test 

yourself with the questions you 

have written. 

Or give them to a friend to 

test you.
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